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You may use any bound dictionary or dictionaries, but no electronic devices.  Good 

luck! 

 

Select one of the following poems.  Explain the most important meanings, ideas, and 

effects conveyed through the poem's language and structure.  You might consider 

questions such as the character or point or view of the speaker; the tone or mood of 

the poem; the use of poetic devices such as imagery or figurative language. 

 

 

 

 

The Man He Killed (Thomas Hardy) 

 

Had he and I but met 

By some old ancient inn, 

We should have set us down to wet 

Right many a nipperkin! 

 

But ranged as infantry, 

And staring face to face, 

I shot at him as he at me, 

And killed him in his place. 

 

I shot him dead because— 

Because he was my foe, 

Just so: my foe of course he was; 

That's clear enough; although 

 

He thought he'd 'list, perhaps, 

Off-hand like—just as I— 

Was out of work—had sold his traps— 

No other reason why. 

 

Yes; quaint and curious war is! 

You shoot a fellow down 

You'd treat, if met where any bar is, 

Or help to half a crown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Warning  (Jenny Joseph) 

 

When I am an old woman I shall wear purple 

With a red hat which doesn't go, and doesn't suit me. 

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves 

And satin sandals, and say we've no money for butter. 

I shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired 

And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells 

And run my stick along the public railings 

And make up for the sobriety of my youth. 

I shall go out in my slippers in the rain 

And pick flowers in other people's gardens 

And learn to spit. 

 

You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat 

And eat three pounds of sausages at a go 

Or only bread and pickle for a week 

And hoard pens and pencils and beermats and things in boxes. 

 

But now we must have clothes that keep us dry 

And pay our rent and not swear in the street 

And set a good example for the children. 

We must have friends to dinner and read the papers. 

 

But maybe I ought to practice a little now? 

So people who know me are not too shocked and surprised 

When suddenly I am old, and start to wear purple. 


